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The Smithsonian
● Established in 1846
● Collection of museums and research 

centers run by the U.S. Government
● 19 museums 
● 9 research centers
● 1 zoo
● Over 170 affiliates
● 30,000,000 annual visitors
● Free admission!!



Summer Institute: 
Teaching the 
Humanities through 
Art

Summer 2016

● Smithsonian American Art Museum (SAAM)
● Weeklong Institute 

○ www.americanart.si.edu
○ two institutes per summer

■ 30 accepted applicants each
● Learn from experts in the field
● Make interdisciplinary connections using art

○ Visual Thinking Strategies
● Connect and share with colleagues across the country
● Receive optional graduate credit
● Experiment with digital tools

https://americanart.si.edu/education/dev/institutes/


Advanced Institute:
Art, Inquiry, and 
Action

Summer 2017

● Four-day institute
○ Once every two years

● Offered to alumni of Summer Institute
○ 22 participants selected

● Focused on project-based learning
○ How do we incorporate Design Thinking?
○ How can art encourage activism?
○ How can art encourage community development?



Advanced Institute:
Fostering Global 
Competence 
through Art

Summer 2019

● Five-day institute
● Focused on: 

○ How can we prepare our learners to navigate a 
complex and interconnected world?

○ What role can American art play in developing 
global competence?

○ How can we use visual and global thinking 
skills to accomplish this in our classrooms?



Summer Institute
Promotional Video:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srLUXzBJ4Yg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=srLUXzBJ4Yg


Why 
integrate art 
and visual 
thinking 
strategies 
into the 
classroom?

Ron Ritchhart- Project Zero at Harvard University

Values Group and Individual Thinking

○ “When students come together for a tour, museum educators have 
the opening for creating a culture of thinking, that is, a place in 
which the group’s collective as well as individual thinking is valued, 
visible, and actively promoted as part of the ongoing experience of 
all group members” (Ritchhart, 2007).

Contrasts the ability versus the disposition to think

○ “From a dispositional standpoint, ability alone is insufficient for 

good thinking; one also must have the inclination to use that ability 

along with the awareness of opportunities for its use” (Ritchhart, 

2007; Perkins & Ritchhart,  2004).

Demonstrates that deep thinking takes time 

○ Engaging with an artwork takes at least 12 to 15 minutes

○ Encourages the viewer to think from another perspective (2007).



SEE

THINK

WONDER

Have students observe and 
make profound observations.

Visible Thinking ⓒ Harvard Project Zero

Use this routine to introduce a topic 
of study:

● What do you see?

● What do you think about that?

● What does it make you wonder?

Sample

https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/tenement-flats-and-the-great-depression/N7wcHyaEc1sMD9s1#r


What do you 
see?

What do you 
think?

What does it 
make you 
wonder?



More 
Visible
Thinking 
Routines:

Visible Thinking ⓒ Harvard Project Zero

● See / Think / Wonder

● Claim / Support / Question

● Think / Puzzle / Explore

● Perceive / Know / Care About

● Connect / Extend / Challenge

Visible Thinking ⓒ Harvard Project Zero

Visible Thinking ⓒ Harvard Project Zero

http://www.pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking
http://www.pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking


Global 
Thinking 
Routines:

Visible Thinking ⓒ Harvard Project Zero

● The 3Ys

● Unveiling Stories

● How Else and Why

● Step in- Step out- Step back

● Circles of Action

● Beauty and Truth

http://www.pz.harvard.edu/projects/visible-thinking


The 3Ys

Thinking Routines ⓒ Harvard Project 
Zero

Use See/Think/Wonder as a springboard 
to dive into even deeper thinking:

● Why might this [topic, question] 

matter to me?

● What might it matter to people 

around me [family, friends, city, 

nation]?

● Why might it matter to the world?



How do we integrate art and these 
routines in our curriculum?



Smithsonian
Learning Lab

● 2019 Webby Award for Best 
Education Website

● 3.6 million resources
● 3.5 million images
● 76,500 text-based resources
● 17,000 video and audio 

files
● 2,300 lesson plans and 

websites
● 5,000++ total created 

collections
● Launched Spring 2016



Sample Collections
Tenement Flats and the Great Depression

Achelous and Hercules

Stamp Stories: The Revolutionary War

Exploring Water Quality

Introduction to Pollinators

Prehistoric Climate Change and Why It Matters Today

Numbers

Finding Math in Art

https://learninglab.si.edu/.../studen.../geXoMzLh9H9qYffP... /react-text react-text: 133 
Introhttps://learninglab.si.edu/.../introduction.../bVap1ww0... /react-text react-text: 136 
https://learninglab.si.edu/.../prehis.../djh0bq5kFaghmqTd... /react-text react-text: 139 
https://learninglab.si.edu/.../numbers/Uwc2FJ7byF3BmB0A... /react-text react-text: 142 
https://learninglab.si.edu/.../teacher-case-study-finding...

https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/tenement-flats-and-the-great-depression/N7wcHyaEc1sMD9s1#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/symbolism-story-and-art-achelous-hercules/fcD4AqreYVE7F8GR#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/stamp-stories-the-revolutionary-war/yvH59a4BP2RpFAP5#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/student-activity-exploring-water-quality/geXoMzLh9H9qYffP#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/introduction-to-pollinators/bVap1ww0#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/prehistoric-climate-change-and-why-it-matters-today/djh0bq5kFaghmqTd#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/collections/numbers/Uwc2FJ7byF3BmB0A#r
https://learninglab.si.edu/news/teacher-case-study-finding-math-in-art
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fcollections%2Fstudent-activity-exploring-water-quality%2FgeXoMzLh9H9qYffP%23r&h=lAQGjUzAn
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fcollections%2Fintroduction-to-pollinators%2FbVap1ww0%23r&h=SAQFzU-4W
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fcollections%2Fintroduction-to-pollinators%2FbVap1ww0%23r&h=SAQFzU-4W
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fcollections%2Fprehistoric-climate-change-and-why-it-matters-today%2Fdjh0bq5kFaghmqTd%23r&h=VAQH_2frY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fcollections%2Fprehistoric-climate-change-and-why-it-matters-today%2Fdjh0bq5kFaghmqTd%23r&h=VAQH_2frY
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fcollections%2Fnumbers%2FUwc2FJ7byF3BmB0A%23r&h=3AQGao6UE
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fcollections%2Fnumbers%2FUwc2FJ7byF3BmB0A%23r&h=3AQGao6UE
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fnews%2Fteacher-case-study-finding-math-in-art&h=kAQHsYE4w
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Flearninglab.si.edu%2Fnews%2Fteacher-case-study-finding-math-in-art&h=kAQHsYE4w


Follow the Sun



Let’s Get 
Started...

www.learninglab.si.edu

https://learninglab.si.edu/


Using 
Collections

● Search and share collections 
already created.

● Copy collections and adjust to fit 
your needs.

● Create your own collections.
○ Choose to publish your collections to 

share with others.
○ Keep collections unpublished for your 

use only.
○ Share collections with students with 

just the URL.
○ Create student accounts.



Just search already 
created collections.





Make your own 
collection.



Create a New 
Collection

Add resources

○ Add from 
Smithsonian 
search

○ Upload your own 
resources

○ Standalone Tools

Edit Information

○ Description, 
grade and age 
levels, lesson 
features

○ Common Core 
standards 



Edit Resources 
in a Collection

Add 

● Text
● Quiz Questions
● Image Hotspots

Be sure to click “Done” 
and then “Save” on the 
top green bar each 
time.





Uploading 
Resources

● Be sure images 
that are not 
yours are 
properly cited 
and fall under 
fair use. 

● Best option is 
to create a link 
to outside 
sources if 
unsure.

● Check Library of 
Congress for 
terms of fair 
use.

http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/copyright.html
http://www.loc.gov/teachers/usingprimarysources/copyright.html


Using 
Collections 
with Students

● Share link with students so they can 
view the collection

● Share class roster/assignment link 
with students along with a password

○ Still a few glitches
● Have students create their own 

collections
● Students under 13 years old:

○ Must sign up with parent email
○ Cannot answer assignment questions in 

Learning Lab
○ Creating their own collections is limited



Student Samples



Student Samples



Student Samples



Student Samples





How does the 
integration of 
the arts apply 
to gifted 
education? 

● NAGC Position Statement (2014)
○ “The arts are essential to a balanced 

education, with specific benefits for the 
cognitive, affective, and psychomotor 
development of all students, with special 
benefits for gifted and talented learners.”

● Benefits work in other fields such as STEM

○ Many Nobel Laureates credit the arts for 
their creativity and scientific success 
(Root-Bernstein et al, 2008).

○ Medical schools have students analyze art to 
teach empathy (Lesser, 2017).



Habits of Mind

(Hetland and Winner, 2001, 
2004, 2007; Winner 2016)

The arts develop thinking skills or 
“habits of mind” that are not testable 
on standardized tests.

● Persisting through projects
● Expressing personal voice
● Connecting between work and world
● Observing closely
● Envisioning mental images
● Innovating through exploration
● Reflecting and Self-Evaluating
● Developing craft 



Do the arts 
raise test 
scores?

(Hetland and Winner, 
2001, 2004, 2007; 
Winner, 2016)

● There is not a causal connection 
between the arts and academic test 
scores.

● There is a correlational connection 
between the two.

○ Students who study more of the arts do have 
higher test scores than those who do not.

● The arts should be valued for their 
own importance.

○ Teaching of the arts should not be justified 
by its effect on other disciplines

● “The arts offer a way of thinking 
unavailable in other disciplines” 
(2001).



Uses in 
Gifted 
Education

● As art can be used to connect with all 
students at any level for many 
different purposes, there are specific 
benefits for the gifted:

○ Informal screening of gifted students 

with non-testable characteristics

■ Differentiation in the Classroom

○ Development of advanced levels of Habits 

of Mind

○ Catalysts for creative writing

○ Interdisciplinary connections with 

ELA/Humanities lessons or units

■ Project-Based Learning

■ Design Thinking



Please share 
feedback as 
you use the 
Learning Lab! 

Thank you!
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